Aim:   Why did the slave trade start?
Topic:  Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 
Document #1:  Reasons for the need for slaves


Cash-crop production required a great deal of labor and the landowners had no intention of getting their own hands dirty.   With the Indian population decimated due to conquest and disease, the landowners and merchants faced a difficult question; how could they gather enough cheap labor to make their business profitable?  Their solution was bonded (slave) labor.  Unlike free labor who could sell their labor to the highest bidder, bonded labor could be forced to work for practically nothing.  Holding workers in bondage, however, is a difficult task.  The Indians were too little in number and new the land too well – they often were able to escape.  After a brief attempt to use poor Europeans, the owners soon turned to Africa as their main source of enslaved labor.  
1) What problem did the landowners and merchants have?

2) Why do you think the landowners found that it was easier to keep Africans enslaved in the New World?

Document #2:  The Transatlantic slave trade

Bartolomè de Las Casas, wrote,“The labor of one [African]…[is] more valuable than that of four Indians.” Thus begin, the Transatlantic Slave Trade – bringing slaves to the colonies of the new world to run the plantations.  Europeans gave African tribes products (such as rifles to capture slaves).  The slaves were then sent to and sold in the Spanish colonies in the Americas.   The slaves were then used to produce cash crops and raw materials to send back to Europe which was turned into finished products and sold to Africa, its colonies and markets all over the world.  All of this was known as The Triangle Trade because it was a series of trade routes between 3 continents.  The slaves would be brought to the West Indies in what has been called the Middle Passage.  During the three centuries of the slave trade, there was an estimated 11 million Africans enslaved and 2 million that died from the brutal conditions of the Middle Passage. 
African slavery existed long before the arrival of Europeans.  However, the European concept of slavery was far more brutal then the African and Arab slavery.  Africans often became slaves as a result of being captured as a prisoner of war and were not considered chattel (property).  Nor was their slave status permanent. In cases of Arab slavery, some rose to prominent positions in the government under the Ottoman Empire even holding the title Grand Vezir, the highest position under the Sultan.  When the Europeans came all of this changed.  Slaves and even the children of slaves were treated as property with no hope of ever escaping this predicament. Thus begun one of the most horrific examples of man’s inhumanity towards man and one of the greatest human rights violations in the history of human kind.  
1) What was the Transatlantic Slave Trade?
2) What was the middle passage?

3) Why was the Triangle Trade known as “The Triangle Trade?”

4) What is chattel slavery?

Document #3:  Who is to blame for the slave trade?


While the Europeans were the ones who bought the slaves and used them, were they really the ones to blame?  The European merchants grew rich off of the slave trade.  The planters also needed to meet the growing demand for all of the cash crops from the European markets and needed more and more slaves.  However, while the Europeans controlled all of the forts and trading outposts along the coast of Africa, but never dared to go into the jungles of Africa to capture Africans (because it was much to dangerous and they did not know the territory).  The Arabs are generally considered to have been the originators of the African slave trade. Arab traders reached into Central Africa, carrying away masses of slaves, who were then sold to India, China, and other places in the East. When the Europeans came to Africa they continued and enlarged a practice that had been begun by the Arabs.  The Europeans also relied on the Arabs to get the slaves.  The other African tribes also profited from the slave trade.  They used the guns and supplies by the Europeans to defeat their rivals and sell their rivals into slavery.  They then expanded and began to take over other tribes.  Some African tribes used the slave trade to increase their power.   
1) What was the European role in the slave trade?

2) What was the Arab role in the slave trade?

3) What was the African role in the slave trade?

Writing Activity#1:    answer in one paragraph (4-7 sentences with at least 3 specific details)  

Who would you blame the most for the slave trade – the Europeans, Arabs or Africans?   
Writing Activity #2:  Watch the clip from the Movie Amistad, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XNzm6Uf6wo&has_verified=1
After watching the clip, describe how does the video demonstrate what you read in one paragraph?
