Aim:  Should America stay out of World War II?
Topic:  American Neutrality

Document #1 – War in Europe


In 1939, Europe went to war a second time (World War II), as Nazi Germany under Adolf Hitler began expanding and trying to conquer all of Europe; America’s Allies, England and France began a desperate war to stop them.  Germany and Italy (under Fascist Benito Mussolini) had been expanding since 1933 both in Europe and Africa.  Japan, under a military dictatorship of General Tojo, allied with them to form the Axis Powers and Japan expanding all over Asia.  However, during this time, America stayed neutral, as these 3 nations began creating havoc around the world.  
1)  What ideas and actions led to war in Europe?
2)  Do you think America should remain neutral or join England and France against Germany?  Why/why not?

Document #2 – America stays neutral.


America, still struggling with the Great Depression did not want to get involved in world affairs.  As Germany and Italy began expanding and causing international problems, the U.S. instead of supporting the League of Nations against them, passed these acts instead which became known as The Neutrality Acts:
1935 – President has the power to ban all sales of military equipment to any country   in the world.  This act also makes it illegal for American citizens to travel on board ships owned or operated by warring nations.

1936 – It is illegal for the United States to give loans to countries involved in wars.

1937 – The president may prohibit exporting war materials to any country involved in war.  The president can allow non war goods to be traded if it will preserve peace for the US, but not using US ships.

1939 – It is still illegal for US ships to carry goods to nations at war, but any country, even those at war, may buy US goods and transport them on their own ships from the US.  This is called “cash and carry.”
1)  How will the Neutrality Acts keep the United States uninvolved in European affairs?
2)  Do you think these acts are a good or bad idea for America?

Document #3 – Lend lease Act

In 1939, World War II began and England and France were in war against the Axis powers.  However, by mid-1940, France was taken over by Nazi Germany, and only England was left to fight the war.  America knew that she could not lose her last ally and let all of Europe fall under Hitler’s rule.  Instead of going to war, FDR decided to break the Neutrality Acts and created the Lend Lease Act.  He explained it as this…

 “ . . . Suppose the house of the President’s neighbor catches fire and he has a length of garden hose, 400 to 500 feet.  If he can take the hose and connect it to the neighbor’s hydrant, he may be able to put out the fire.  He does not say his hose costs $15.  He doesn’t want $15, but his hose back when the fire is over.  The neighbor gives back the hose and pays him for the use of it.  If it gets ruined in the fire, the President says he was glad to lend it.  The neighbor says he will replace the part destroyed.  This is the way Lend Lease works, except instead of a garden hose, we are lending military supplies . . . “








- Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1940


1)  Why did FDR realize that America had to help Great Britain?

2)  How would the Lend Lease Acts help Great Britain?


I.  Opinions on joining the war     

Task:  
a)  In pairs, each person read two quotes and write down the opinion for why America should go to war or not.   

b)  Then, explain your quotes and opinion to your partner.  As a pair, discuss, and then individually, answer in one paragraph (5-7 sentences, with at least 3 specifics):  

Do you think America should go to war?   Why/why not?

FDR’s Quarantine Speech (October 5, 1937)
“Innocent peoples are being cruelly sacrificed to a greed for power . . . Let no one imagine that America will escape . . . there is no escape through isolation or neutrality . . . war is a disease and unfortunately this epidemic of lawlessness is spreading.  Today I call for quarantine against this disease and of those that threaten world peace.”

FDR’s Arsenal of Democracy (Dec. 29, 1940)

“If Great Britain goes down, the Axis powers will control the high seas – and they will be in a position to bring enormous military and naval resources against this hemisphere (Western Hemisphere) . . . We would be living at the point of a gun – a gun loaded with explosive bullets, economic as well as military.”

Senator Taft’s Speech to Senate

 “This is not our war; we did not start it.  We were not asked for our opinion.  We have not been told what the ultimate aims of the people are after Hitler is defeated.  There is only one policy which can keep this country a peaceful country.  That policy is to recognize the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean as our boundaries, and to defend these oceans.  We can defend the Atlantic Ocean far more easily than we can defend the English Channel.  Furthermore, the difficulty of attacking us across the Atlantic Ocean is so great that not enemy will consider attacking us if we maintain a strong navy and air force.”

Senator Wheeler’s Anti-Lend Lease 

“Approval of this aid means war.  I therefore ask the American public, before they accept, was the last war (WWI) worth it?  Should we get involved in another bloody war?”

1)  Do you agree with FDR’s stance or Taft and Wheeler’s stance?  Why?
