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Introduction

The Founding Fathers of our nation had a chance to end slavery at the Constitutional Convention, but feared that the southern states would not join the new nation if slavery was abolished (gotten rid of). Instead they made two compromises: the 3/5 Compromise which made slaves count as 3/5 of a person for representation and taxes and the Commerce Compromise, which kept slavery but ended the slave trade.  In the several decades leading up to the American Civil War (1861-1865) sectional tension grew as Americans expanded westward, settling areas from the Louisiana Territory and Mexican War/Cession and then applied for statehood.  The Northern states wanted these states to come in as Free States (where slavery was outlawed) – this would help to stop the expansion of slavery and to eventually gain a majority in the Senate and House of Representatives to create economic and political policies that would eventually end slavery.  The Southern States wanted these states to come in as Slave States (where slavery is legal and part of the economy) – this would help to preserve (keep) the balance of power in the Senate and House of Representatives and extend their economic and political power.  Radicals from both the North and South made war more likely.  Radicals in the North wanted to bring an immediate end to slavery, even by encouraging slave rebellions.  Radicals in the South wanted the South to secede and form its own country to not “live under the tyranny of the majority” – meaning that the majority in Congress and the President would want to end slavery. After Abraham Lincoln’s election, 7 Southern States voted in their State Legislatures to leave the Union and form a new Confederate States of America. After the battle at Fort Sumter, South Carolina, 4 more states would secede and join the Confederacy.  From 1861-1865, a bloody civil war was fought between the United States and the Confederate States to preserve the Union. 
Historical Context: Slavery and Westward Expansion

Throughout United States history, many constitutional and civic issues have been debated by Americans. These debates have resulted in efforts by individuals, groups and governments to address these issues. These efforts have achieved varying degrees of success. One of these constitutional and civic issues is the westward expansion of slavery.

***Your essay thesis statement must address the third part of the Task below:*** 

To what extent were the efforts by individuals, groups and governments able to 
successfully resolve the constitutional crisis over the westward expansion of slavery? 

TASK: Read and analyze the documents. Using information from the documents and your knowledge of United States History, write an essay in which you:
Choose three of the following individuals, groups or government actions from the chart below to address the question above, and for EACH of the three you choose, complete following tasks:

	· Describe the historical circumstances that led to the actions of individuals, groups or government regarding the constitutional crisis over slavery

· Explain the efforts and actions of EACH of the three individual, group and/or the government action to address this constitutional or civic issue. 

· Discuss the extent to which these efforts were successful.  *** (Thesis statement!)***


Describe means to “illustrate something in words or tell about it”

Explain means “to make plain or understandable; to give reasons or causes of; to show the logical development or relationship of”

Discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and argument; to present in some detail”
You must choose ONE from EACH of the following categories.

	Individuals (Speeches)
	Groups
	Governments

	· Fredrick Douglass, 

“What to the Slave is the Fourth of July”

· Abraham Lincoln,

“House Divided”

· Alexander Hamilton Stevens, “Cornerstone” 

· John C Calhoun

“Slavery A Positive Good” 


	· William Lloyd Garrison, New England Anti-Slavery Society

· Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad

· Quakers and Anti-Slavery Societies

· Charleston Mercury, Newspaper 
	· Missouri Compromise, 1820

· Compromise of 1850 / Fugitive Slave Act

· Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854

· Dred Scott Decision, 1857




Research Documents
	Individuals (Speeches)

	· Fredrick Douglass, 

“What to the Slave is the Fourth of July”

Primary source:  https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927t.html 

Secondary source:  

· Abraham Lincoln, “House Divided”

Primary source:  https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/housedivided.htm 

· Alexander Hamilton Stevens, “Cornerstone”

Primary source:  https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1861stephens.asp 

· John C Calhoun, “Slavery A Positive Good” 

Primary source:  https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/slavery-a-positive-good/ 



	Groups

	· William Lloyd Garrison, New England Anti-Slavery Society

Secondary Source:  http://www.ushistory.org/us/28a.asp 

· Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad

Secondary Source:  http://www.harriet-tubman.org/moses-underground-railroad/ 

· Quakers and Anti-Slavery Societies

Secondary Source:   http://web.tricolib.brynmawr.edu/speccoll/quakersandslavery/commentary/organizations/underground_railroad.php
· Charleston Mercury, Newspaper 

Primary Source:  https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-for-historians/sixteen-months-to-sumter/newspaper-index/charleston-mercury/what-shall-the-south-carolina-legislature-do 



	Governments

	· Missouri Compromise, 1820

Secondary Source:  https://www.historynet.com/missouri-compromise 

· Compromise of 1850 / Fugitive Slave Act

Secondary Source:  http://www.compromise-of-1850.org/summary/ 

Secondary Source:  https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/federal/fugitive-slave-act-of-1850/
· Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854 

       Secondary Source:  https://civilwaronthewesternborder.org/essay/bleeding-kansas-kansas-nebraska-act-harpers-ferry         

· Dred Scott Decision, 1857 

       Secondary Source:  https://www.oyez.org/cases/1850-1900/60us393 

       Secondary Source:  http://www.ushistory.org/us/32a.asp



General Directions / Checklist:
To answer this question, your essay must include:

1)  An introduction paragraph with a clear thesis statement that addresses the question/civic issue directly.

2)  A minimum of 3 body paragraphs that answer the task in one full T.E.A.L. paragraph each to construct your essay.  Your paragraphs should include specific references to both the documents and outside relevant information.
3) A conclusion which restates your thesis and the major arguments in your essay and is not just a restatement of the task.    
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Paper Requirements:  

1)  5 Fully Completed Research Document Graphic Organizers for each given document (25 points)

(Three (3) of the Research Document Graphic Organizers will be completed based on the documents given in the Research Documents given above, two (2) secondary sources will be obtained based on research we do in the computer lab together.)
2) Fully Completed Civic Literacy Essay (5 paragraphs) which includes specific events, examples and information from 3 the research documents.  (75 points)
3) Fully Completed Essay Outline (counted as two homework assignments)
4) A typed MLA bibliography listed all sources used (from your Research Document organizers) at the end of your essay.

5) Format: Your essay must be typed with the following format: double spaced, one inch margins, Times New Roman, 12 point font.

6) Due date for the 5 Research Document Graphic Organizers is: Wednesday, October 16, 2019.
7) Due date for the Essay Outline is: Monday, October 28, 2019.
8) Due date for the essay is Wednesday, November 20, 2019.

9) ***PROJECTS HANDED IN LATE WILL HAVE 5 POINTS PER SCHOOL DAY DEDUCTED  FROM THEM***
Research Document Graphic Organizer Due Wednesday, October 16, 2019
Part of Essay (individual, group, government):  __________________________________
Document Name:  ___________________________________________________________
Document Author:  __________________________________________________________
MLA Bibliography Citation (to be used only at the end of your paper on the bibliography page)    __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MLA In-Text Citation (to be used after paraphrasing or quoting from the source in your essay):  ______________________________________________________________________
1) Describe the historical context (include date, place, what led to individual/group/government action):  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Explain the efforts/actions of individual/group/government action in regards to the constitutional crisis over the westward expansion of slavery.     

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Discuss, Evaluate and/or Analyze the extent to which individual/group/government actions were successful in regards to the Constitutional crisis over the westward expansion of slavery. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________ 



Band: _______________

CIVICS ISSUES ESSAY RUBRIC

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	75-65
	64-55
	54-45
	44-35
	34-0

	Civics Issue

(Thesis)
	Identifies a civics issue in the introduction

Creates a well developed and clear thesis statement that is related to the identified civics issue


	Identifies a civics issue in the introduction 

Creates a clear thesis statement that is related to the identified civics issue


	Identifies a civics issue
Creates a thesis statement that mentions the identified civics issue


	Identifies a civics issue 
Creates a weak thesis statement that may/may not connect with the civics issue


	Mentions a civics issue, might be wrong, without explanations.  



	Evidence
	Richly supports the argument of the stated civics issue with many relevant facts, examples, and details.  

Incorporates relevant information from more than three documents
Incorporates substantial relevant outside information


	Supports the argument of the stated civics issue with relevant facts, examples, and details
Incorporates relevant information from more than three documents
Incorporates relevant outside information

	Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies
Incorporates some relevant information from three documents
Incorporates limited relevant outside information


	Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies

Incorporates limited relevant info from the documents or copies primarily of relevant info from the documents
Presents little or no relevant outside information


	Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

Makes vague, unclear references to the documents or copies relevant / irrelevant information from the documents
Presents no relevant outside information


	Analysis
	Is more analytical than descriptive


	Is both descriptive and analytical 


	Is more descriptive than analytical


	Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated analysis

	Is descriptive and/or may lack understanding


	Organization

(link)
	Shows a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and conclusion that are not simply a restatement of the task 


	Shows a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are not simply a restatement of the theme


	Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a restatement of the theme

	Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

	May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion



	GRADE
	


Next Steps: 

· Thesis: Make sure you have an ARGUMENT (positive /negative impact) through your ENTIRE essay. (No switching)

· Topic Sentence: Your topic sentence should be a general statement that relates to the task.

· Evidence: Include important information (quotations) from the documents

· Evidence: Include important outside information not in the documents

· Analysis: Write more than facts; be sure to PROVE why / how something has a positive or negative effect. 

· Organization:  Essay should have: Introduction, Body Paragraphs (aligned to tasks and use TEAL), and a Cjonclusion.
· Other:
Essay Outline: Due October 28, 2019
THESIS STATEMENT: 

· Answers the questions directly

· Makes a provable statement

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOPIC SENTENCE #1

· Proves the thesis statement directly 

· Explains the topic of the paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOPIC SENTENCE #2
· Proves the thesis statement directly

· Explains the topic of the paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOPIC SENTENCE #3
· Proves the thesis statement directly

· Explains the topic of the paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CONCLUSION:
· Restates the thesis statement directly

· Briefly restates your most important arguments and the continued importance of the topic
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME: _______________________________________________  Band: ________________________________

You will find JOURNAL ARTICLES from recent sources that are relevant to your task:  -Take the bibliographical information 

    
         -Take at least ONE QUOTE and two facts
Be sure your articles are RELEVANT and from DIVERSE sources.  REMEMBER: WRITE the BIBLIOGRAPHY EXACTLY CORRECTLY.
	FORMAT          Author’s last, Author’s first. "Title of Article." Title of Publication. Date: Page(s) or Section(s), if

                                        numbered. Date of Access <URL>.

EXAMPLE      Gima, Craig. "Whale's Body Found Near Hanalei Bay." Honolulu Star-Bulletin.com 6 July

                                       2004. 4th Sept. 2004 <http://starbulletin.com/2004/07/06/news/story1.html>.




	ARTICLE #1 BIBLIOGRAPHY
        ______________________________________________________________________________

        __________________________________________________________________________
        __________________________________________________________________________
FACTS/INFO.

· _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________



ARTICLE #2  BIBLIOGRAPHY
______________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
FACTS/INFO.
· ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
     ____________________________________________________________________________

     ____________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
     ____________________________________________________________________________

     ____________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
     ____________________________________________________________________________

     ____________________________________________________________________________

Checklist

· Did you FOLLOW THE FORMAT and PROPERLY WRITE your bibliography?

· Did you find at least ONE QUOTE and 2-3 relevant / useful facts from each article?

